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Will it stay or go this spring@

As Oklahoma marches into spring, wet and cool weather
continues to beleaguer the state, but will it continue? The
current conditions are a product of an El Nind weather
pattern. El Nind is the warming of the eastern tropical
ocean waters, which can impact weather patterns across
the globe.

“The El Nind effects in the state are often minimal, with
stronger impacts to the south of Oklahoma,” said Gary
McManus, Associate State Climatologist. “However, with a
strong event like this one, Oklahoma can see wetter and
cooler conditions, such as what occurred this winter. This
happens as the jet stream, or storm track, is drawn farther to
the south. The additional rain chances and cloudiness result
in an increase in precipitation and lower temperatures.”

Winter storms blanketed the state in rain, snow and ice,
causing a statewide surplus of 0.18 inches compared
to normal.

“This winter was fairly wet in the southern half of the
state along with the Oklahoma Panhandle and generally
normal or below normal in the north,” said McManus.
“Statewide, the winter of 2009-2010 ranked as the 30th
wettest since 1921.”

Typically, Oklahoma sees very few significant snowstorms.
Snowfalls of 8 inches or more generally occur once every
couple of years in the northwest to about every other decade
in the far south, said McManus.

“This year has definitely been more active, owed in part
to the strong El Nind, especially in southern Oklahoma,”

said McManus.

The El Nind weather conditions are expected to continue
through spring 2010 according to a publication released
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
NOAA's seasonal outlooks for April through June 2010 show
much of Oklahoma below average in temperature, whereas
only the Panhandle looks to have a chance at above average
precipitation. The rest of the state has an equal chance at
above average or below average precipitation.

So, it appears cooler, wetter weather is here fo stay, for a
while. Perhaps Oklahoma's blistering heat, and scorched
fields and lawns will be forgotten this summer.
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Mesonet Rainfall Totals (In Inches)
Data complete through 11:59 pm CST March 10, 2010

Station 7 Day 10 Day 60 Day 90 Day March 2010 2009
0.62 0.64 a 3 0.64 b 4140

0.91 0.91 ; 570 7.40 0.91 572 49.97

043 063 . : 063

0.89 0.93 225 237 0.93 225
113 1.21 953 1147 1.21 9.70 5453
0.88 0.92 . - 5.26 5.91 0.92 5.28 35.35
121 1.40 . . 573 7.156 140 577 44.52
0.52 0.53 . 237 245 0.53 237 *
0.87 0.87 3.13 3.16 0.87 3.13 16.11

26.14

0.84 0.84 548 7.20 0.84 5.52 45,16
Blackwell 1.33 1.33 . : 3.66 4.01 1.33 3.67 2
Boise City 0.92 0.95 ; . 240 243 0.95 240 16.01
Bowlegs 1.62 1.62 - . 7.67 9.26 1.62 7.68 46.72
Breckinridge 355 366 28.39
Bristow 568 6.48 41.03
Broken Bow 15 . 11.99 15.16 76.61
Buffalo J 0.65 ! 254 258 i 14.35
Burbank . 1.24 : 4.20 4.66 : 39.40
Burneyville 1.88 6.41 8.53 51.22

Station 60 Day 90 Day 2008

Butler . 3.10 37 . 26.48
Byars ! 5.85 747 . 43.46
Camargo . . . . 225 232 . 2277
Centrahoma . . . . 7.02 8.66 . i *
Chandler 3 . . 543 6.53 ; 36.97
Cherokee . 239 28.61
Cheyenne . 359 26.25
Chickasha . . . ; 4.88 555 . . 36.78
Claremore K . . i 8.41 . 50.49
Clayton . . : 8.85 . 59.04
Cloudy . . . 16.30 *
Cookson 7.00 60.10
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The seasonal outlooks combine the effects of long-term trends,

soil moisture, and, when appropriate, the ENSO cycle.
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rAIthough it is too early to predict

the success of this year's harvest, 95
A percent of the state’s wheat ranked fair
S to excellent as of March 22. Any late
% kfreezes could alter the ranking.

The ice and snow storms in late 2009 and early 2010
toppled utility poles and cost the state millions.

Winter 2009 was dry. A warm February
and March was followed by late freezes
A in April. The freezes caused significant

damage and Oklahoma only harvested
about 77 million bushels of wheat.

In 2008, the right combination of
weather conditions produced a harvest

é of 166.5 million bushels of wheat. Farm
s" communities rejoiced.
%“@

In 2007, a late freeze in April damaged
some wheat. In May and June, rain and
muddy fields prevented about 40 percent

of the wheat from being harvested.

Spring and summer 2007 were very wet. Flooding = _’n.
was widespread throughout Oklahoma. : /4 ;
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In winter of 2005-2006, Oklahoma — ' o 8

experienced a significant drought and
fire season for the state, The drought
devastated the wheat crop, which ended . (T3
up being about 50 percent of average.
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Hundreds of thousands of acres in Oklahoma were lost to RS ‘4
wildfires in 2005-2006. : ' ;
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