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hroughout the dry fall and winter, Oklahoman'’s prayed for rain and rain is what
they got. Some parts of Oklahoma received record-setting rainfall for a two-
week period starting at the end of April.

“From April 25 to May 16, 2009, south central and southeastern Oklahoma
experienced their wettest period on record and southwestern Oklahoma had
its third wettest period on record,” said Gary McManus, Associate State
Climatologist with the Oklahoma Climatological Survey. “The overall statewide
average precipitation total was 3.66 inches above normal to rank as the 3rd
wettest such period.”

This is a far cry from the parched conditions of earlier months. “By and large,
from late fall into early spring, Oklahoma was dry and we have the fire scars to
prove it,” said McManus. According to the Oklahoma Mesonet, from November 1,
2008 to April 24, 2009, the statewide average rainfall total was 5.28 inches below
normal and the 11th driest such period on record since 1921.

Oklahoma's climate is highly variable, so periods of dry weather and wet weather
are certainly considered “normal.” However, McManus said that the term
“normal” is an attempt to pigeonhole the weather into an impossible constraint of
what is ‘supposed to" happen.

“We all know what is ‘supposed to" happen almost never does. So normal is
actually all the variability averaged out to a single value, but with the reminder that
all the ups and downs of the weather are contained within that value,” explained

McManus. Click here to see a graph that shows these ups and downs.

Because Oklahoma's agriculture economy is very dependent on the climate,
any variation in the weather can ultimately be catastrophic for farmers. “Take
precipitation, for example: if Oklahoma's wheat crop needs 24 inches of rain for a
decent crop, getting an inch of rain in the four months after planting then another
20 inches in late May-early June is going to be disastrous (think 2007). The same
thing goes for temperature. If we have an extremely warm February-March period,
then a hard freeze in April...again, the possibility for disaster is there (think 2007
and 2009). So variation in the climate, can have profound impacts on Oklahoma'’s
most important crops,” said McManus.

Although much of Oklahoma’s wheat was damaged by the drought and freeze that
occurred earlier this year, farmers need dry weather to get equipment into the
fields to either harvest or bale what is left of the wheat crop, or to plant a summer
crop. So, rain, come again another day...after summer crops have been planted.
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County Climate Data

o Start at http://agweather.mesonet.org

o Select “Climate” from the horizontal menu
© (hoose “COUNTY CLIMATE DATA”
o Then pick “0K County Climate Normals”

o The map of Oklahoma shows the different
climate regions in Oklahoma. Select the
county you are interested in fo see county
information

Oklahoma Rainfall Trends

® (o fo http://agweather.mesonet.org

o Select “Climate” from the horizontal menu
© (hoose “OKLAHOMA CLIMATE DATA”
o Then select “OK Climate Trends”

® Finally, choose statewide or a specific climate
division. Make sure the second gray box says
“Precipitation.” Then, dlick on the time period
you are interested in

Oklahoma Temperature Trends

® (o to http://agweather.mesonet.org

o Select “Climate” from the horizontal menu
o (hoose “OKLAHOMA CLIMATE DATA”
o Then select “OK Climate Trends”

® Finally, choose statewide or a specific climate
division. Make sure the second gray box says
“Temperature.” Then, click on the fime period
you are interested in

Climate Division

5 (Central)

Mean Annual Precipitation

32.7 inches

Mean Annual Temperature 58.2degF
Mean Annual Cooling Degree-Days 1806

Mean Annual Heating Degree-Days 4231
County Seat Kingfisher
Population (2000 Census) 13926

Total Area 906 Sq Miles

Land / Water Area

99.7% land / 0.3% water

Tornadoes: 1950-2000
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Monthly Means from 1971-2000
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Oklahoma Climatological Survey: Drought Monitoring Tools
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D) Oklahoma Rainfall & Drought Info
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s harvest begins in

southwest Oklahoma, some

farmers are left with little to

profit from after a damaging

drought and freezing

temperatures. According to Ron Hays,

Director of Farm Programming on the Radio

Oklahoma Network, many farmers have taken

the forage route, baling the wheat for hay. Others

have put cattle in the wheat fields, hoping for some

grazing gains. Others have applied Roundup and

have either already moved in with a summer crop or
plan to do so, if they have enough moisture.

| asked Dr. Chad Godsey, Cropping Systems Extension
Specialist at OSU, for some insight into the current wheat crisis:

A. Fortunately, soil moisture conditions are excellent so many options exist. For dryland
producers in the state, sunflower, soybean, grain sorghum, and sesame are excellent
options and there is plenty of time still available to plant. For the irrigated wheat that
has been damaged, peanuts can be added to the list of potential crops that would be
an excellent fit with good profit potential. We still have plenty of time to plant any of
these crops and we have excellent soil moisture so we need to take advantage of it.

A. Based on current prices | would say soybean has the highest price but | think that all
the crops listed above provide a good chance at being profitable. Local markets exist
for all of these crops.

the storm

A. | think we will see increases in acreage of some of these crops but at this moment
your guess is as good as mine.

Hays has been keeping track of what wheat farmers are doing. To let him know what is
going on in your area, e-mail
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