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If soil were a fuel tank, how much water would your land need before it 
were running on empty? This is the question that Agweather attempts to 
answer with its Irrigation Planners.

Although the Irrigation Planner can look confusing, it simply keeps a  
running tally of the amount of water available in  the soil. The chart lets you  
know whether or not the soil has a surplus of water. It takes into account 
irrigation, rainfall, and the amount of water used by a particular plant and 
the sun.

“The Irrigation Planner estimates daily water use by a plant. This daily water 
use adds up over time. Soil holds water but when the water level gets too 
low and no rain falls, crops need water from irrigation,” said Al Sutherland, 
Mesonet Agriculture Coordinator.

Irrigation Planners are available for a variety of agricultural crops, fruits, 
veggies and turfgrass. Even though the chart for each crop looks identical, 
the science behind each commodity is different. “The difference is based 
on how much water each crop uses on a daily basis,” said Sutherland. “For 
instance, tomatoes use more water than bermudagrass under the same 
weather conditions.”

When using the Irrigation Planner, it is important to decide how dry you are 
willing to let your soil and crops get. If you decide that a water balance 
of  -0.5 inches is as dry as you would like to be, you would irrigate once 
you hit this threshold. “In a garden situation, -0.75 inches is a good place to 
start. This number can be adjusted,” said Sutherland. “For instance a person 
growing tomatoes may want to water more often and use a threshold of 
-0.60 inches. A person growing watermelons might want to push the plants 
a little more and wait to water when the water balance reaches -1.00 inches 
or less.”

As a producer uses the Irrigation Planner, they can gauge how their plants 
are responding and adjust the trigger value to better match their crop and 
soil type. For more information about Irrigation Planners, e-mail the folks  
at Agweather.Ru
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Start at •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Select “Crop” from the horizontal menu•	

Choose “CORN”•	

Then pick “Irrigation Planner”•	

Select a Mesonet site, enter the relative •	
maturity days and your planting date

Click “Get Corn Data”•	

Cotton Irrigation Planner

Corn Irrigation Planner

Start at •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Select “Crop” from the horizontal menu•	

Choose “COTTON”•	

Then pick “Irrigation Planner”•	

Select a Mesonet site, enter the relative •	
maturity days and your planting date

Click “Get Cotton Data”•	

Start at •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Select “Horticulture” from the horizontal •	
menu

Choose “WATERMELON”•	

Then pick “Irrigation Planner”•	

Select a Mesonet site, enter the relative •	
maturity category, the relative maturity days 
and your planting date

Click “Get Watermelon Data”•	

Watermelon Irrigation Planner

IRRIGATION PLAN
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Go to •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Click “Horticulture”•	

Next, click “TURFGRASS”•	

Then select “Irrigation Planner”•	

Click “Simple Watering” and complete the •	
easy steps to find out how long to water your 
lawn and how much it will cost you

Lawn Watering

Start at •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Click “Soil/Water” from the horizontal menu•	

Then select “RAINFALL”•	

Finally, choose “Recent Mesonet Rainfall •	
Table”

Recent Rainfall

Start at •	 http://agweather.mesonet.org

Make sure you have the correct location •	
selected in the “Current Weather at:” section 
on the right hand side

Next, select “Forecast” from the horizontal •	
menu bar

Forecasted Rain Chances
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FOOD FUN
Porter Peach Festival

July 16-July 18, 4 p.m.-11 p.m.•	
Annual festival featuring arts and crafts, •	
games, parade, car show, music, food, 
tractor pull, rodeo and more
Free admission, handicap accessible•	
http://www.porterpeachfestivals.com/•	

Stratford Peach Festival
July 27, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.•	
Will feature live entertainment, arts and •	
crafts vendors, family activities, an auto  
and motorcycle show, peach ice cream 
and...peaches
For more information, call 580.320.3252•	

August 8, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.•	
Festival that celebrates the watermelon harvest•	
Activities include Tiny Tots contest, seed spitting •	
contest, arts and crafts, carnival rides, live 
entertainment and free watermelon after 4 p.m.
Free admission, handicap accessible•	
For more information, call 580.476.9348•	

Rush Springs Watermelon Festival

July 25, 7 a.m.-10 p.m.•	
Annual festival that includes a 5K run, •	
parade, local music and artists, kid’s games, 
photography contest, winners from serious 
queen and not-so-serious king and queen 
contests and free watermelon slices for everyone
Tour bus parking available•	
Free admission, handicap accessible•	
http://www.valliantchamber.org/watermelon_•	
festival.html

Valliant Watermelon Festival
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